Pulpit Announcements

__________________________________________________________________

February 25 and 26, 2012
APPEAL PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

(Read by Pastor or 2012 Appeal Parish Auxiliary Member)

__________________________________________________________________

As we launch the 2012 Annual Bishop’s Appeal, your generosity to the Diocese of Bridgeport is a beacon of hope to the people of Fairfield County and I am grateful for your support. 

Your sacrificial gifts assist the working poor, elderly and homeless through Catholic Charities; they enable the existence of nationally-recognized Catholic schools; support ongoing religious education; nurture vocations; and care for our retired priests. 

· Catholic Charities served well over 1 million meals to the needy of Fairfield Country through four major nutrition programs including Morning Glory Breakfast Outreach in Danbury, the Thomas Merton Center in Bridgeport which includes a soup kitchen and food pantry, a parallel program at New Covenant House in Stamford which also serves daily dinners to more than 140 inner-city youth, and a grant funded Senior Nutrition Program in the greater Stamford area.  
· Catholic Charities touches the lives of individuals and families across the Diocese through these food programs, a broad range of individual and family counseling and housing initiatives available across Fairfield County.  Their mission is to alleviate poverty and address its root causes in our urban communities by giving people a hand-up, not a hand-out.  
· Academic excellence in an environment of faith and morals are the blueprint of the tradition of Catholic education where students become successful members of their communities 
· Curriculum mapping in the Catholic Schools provides the most up-to-date guidelines on subject matter and expectations for every student in each classroom.  Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics, (S.T.E.M.) subjects are integrated in the curriculum for each subject and teach students to use critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, communication techniques and innovation skills necessary to compete in a global economy.  Technology is available for every student with the use of computers, IPADs and smart boards.

· Our religious education program reaches over 38,000 children and young adults. Youth participate in a variety of activities including youth ministries in parishes, an annual retreat called Convivio, the Fan the Fire Youth Rally, and Bible Camp for children with special needs. 
· The St. Cyril of Jerusalem Program, an adult education program on the Catholic Faith was launched in the fall of 2011 on DVD and is available at every parish and on the Diocesan website.  Marriage preparation, Respect Life programs and activities are ongoing ministries supported by the Appeal.
· Vocations have increased and 36 men are in formation, including 14 men at St. John Fisher Seminary Residence in Stamford.  The Diocese will ordain one seminarian to the priesthood this year.  There are 94 active Deacons and 11 men are in formation.

· Your support to the 2012 Appeal also provides funding for our retired priests at The Catherine Dennis Keefe Queen of Clergy Residence in Stamford.   Most priests in the Residence continue to serve in our parishes.  
Every ministry served by the 2012 Annual Bishop’s Appeal touches parishioners in the Diocese of Bridgeport.  
