General Instruction of the Roman Missal
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The Congregation

Silence is an important aid to preparation for the celebration of the Eucharist. Silence should also be observed within the course of the Mass, particularly at the following moments: after the invitation of the priest to pray, after the proclamation of the first and second readings, after the homily, and after Communion. [GIRM, n. 45]
· During the Creed, all bow at the words “by the power of the Holy Spirit he was born of the Virgin Mary and became man.” [GIRM, n.137]
· All stand at the end of the Orate Fratres (Pray, brethren) but before their own response. [GIRM, nn. 43, 146]
· All kneel during the Eucharistic Prayer after the Sanctus is sung and until the conclusion of the Great Amen. When Mass is celebrated in a place that does not allow for kneeling, e.g. a gym, then the faithful all bow when the priest genuflects after the consecration of the bread and after the consecration of the wine. [GIRM, n. 43]
· The faithful do not say the concluding Doxology of the Eucharistic prayer with the priest(s). [GIRM, n. 236]
· As one prepares to receive the Body of Christ, the communicant approaches the minister standing, and bows his or her head in reverence before receiving the Eucharist either on the tongue or in the hand. If receiving the Precious Blood, the same sign of reverence is shown. 

The Priest
· The Eucharistic liturgy is the gift from God to his Church and as such, no one is permitted – including the priest celebrant – to add, remove, or change anything in the celebration of Mass, except the where norms allow for a decision between options. [GIRM, n. 24]

· If the tabernacle is located in the sanctuary, then the priest and ministers genuflect before it when they approach the altar and when the procession leaves at the end of Mass, but never during the liturgy. [GIRM, n. 274]

· Care should be taken in the preparation of the homily, and it should not be omitted on Sundays and holydays of obligation. It is given by the priest celebrant, a concelebrating priest, or the deacon, but it is not to be given by a lay person. It may be preached from the ambo, chair, or other suitable place. [GIRM, nn. 66,136]

· During the preparation of the gifts, the prayers of blessing for the bread and wine are to be said separately, not at the same time. [GIRM, nn. 141-142]
· The priest ordinarily remains within the sanctuary during the sign of peace, except in special circumstances (e.g. a funeral). [GIRM, n. 154]

· The fraction rite is to be carried out only by the priest celebrant. A concelebrating priest and the deacon may assist. This pertains as well to portioning out the consecrated hosts to ciboria as well as pouring the Precious Blood into ancillary chalices. [GIRM, n. 83; Norms, n. 37]
· The priest must hold up the host (over either the chalice or the paten) while saying “This is the Lamb of God…” (as differentiated from the Doxology, when the paten and chalice are raised together). [GIRM, nn. 151, 157,243]
· The priest and the deacon are to hand the communion vessels to any extraordinary ministers of communion. [GIRM, nn. 83, 160; Norms, n. 40]

The Deacon

· During the procession at the beginning of Mass, the deacon carrying the Book of the Gospels, if it is used, precedes the concelebrants and the principal celebrant. He omits the customary reverence, and places the Book of the Gospels flat on the altar. If he is not carrying the Book of the Gospels, he walks to the right of the principal celebrant. [GIRM, nn. 172-173]
· The deacon, if he is able, should kneel during the Eucharistic Prayer, from the epiclesis to the elevation of the chalice, that is, just before the Memorial Acclamation. [GIRM, n. 179]

· The deacon receives Communion from the priest under both species immediately after the priest’s own Communion. [GIRM, n. 182]

· If Communion is distributed under both species, the deacon is to minister the Precious Blood. [GIRM, 182; Norms, nn. 38, 40]
· If a deacon assists at the altar, he is the one who usually announces the Prayers of the Faithful. [GIRM, n. 177]

Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist

· Extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist approach the altar as the priest receives Communion. After the priest and deacon(s) have received Communion, they distribute Communion to the ministers, and then hand the sacred vessels to them for distribution of Holy Communion to the people. [Norms, n. 38]

· Extraordinary ministers may consume what remains of the Precious Blood from their chalice of distribution. They may assist with the purification of the chalices and other vessels at the credence table. Provided that the remaining hosts and Precious Blood have been consumed, it is permitted to leave the vessels, suitably covered on a corporal on the credence table, to be cleansed immediately after Mass following the dismissal of the people. [GIRM, n. 183; Norms, nn. 52-53]

Lectors

· The Lectionary is never carried in procession, but rather is placed on the ambo before Mass begins. In the absence of a deacon, a lector may carry the Book of the Gospels, if it is used, slightly elevated, in the opening procession. The Book of the Gospels is not carried out in the closing procession. [GIRM, nn. 118, 120, 194]
· It is not permitted to substitute or add non-biblical texts to the Word of God, which are always proclaimed from the ambo. [GIRM, nn. 57-58]

· It is not appropriate for two lectors to divide a single reading between themselves, except in the case of the proclamation of the Lord’s Passion. [GIRM, 109]

· A period of silence should follow both the first and second reading. [GIRM, n. 56]

Other Rubrical Matters
· Before Mass the chalice is placed on the credence table. It is a laudable practice, but not required, to cover the chalice with a veil, which may be the color of the day, or white. [GIRM, n. 118]

· The altar cloth should be white. [GIRM¸ n. 304]

· The cross used as the altar cross should have an image of Christ crucified on it. [GIRM, nn. 117,122,308]
· “It is most desirable that the faithful, just as the priest himself is bound to do, receive the Lord’s Body from hosts consecrated at the same Mass, and that they partake of the chalice, so that even by means of the signs Communion will stand out more clearly as a participation in the sacrifice being offered.” [GIRM, 85]
· Sacred vessels may be made from precious metal, or from other solid materials that are considered precious, provided they are not easily breakable or subject to  deterioration. [GIRM, nn. 328-329]

· Liturgical items and furnishings (ambo, chair, organ, tabernacle, vestments) should be blessed before use. [GIRM, 309-310,313-314,335]
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